
PROJECT BRIEF
In line with the strategy of Supreme Council 
of Energy, District Cooling is a viable tool 
to reduce energy consumption of the built 
environment and target a 40% penetration in 
the Emirate of Dubai. EMPOWER is world’s 
leading entity when it comes to development 
and provision of efficient district cooling 
services. EMPOWER’s energy efficient and 
thereby emission reduction measures will be 
made eligible under the UNFCCC by Dubai 
Carbon, to generate carbon credits. For this a 
new and unique CDM Methodology specific to 
district cooling is being developed. 

PROJECT STATUS
Project Type: 
Carbon Advisory
Project Duration: 
30 months
Project Status: 
Ongoing
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EMISSION REDUCTION 
POTENTIAL: 
Unlimited as unlimited 
projects can be included 
in the PoA over a span of 
28 years. The maximum 
emission reduction potential 
of the individual project 
should be less than 60,000 
tCO2e annually.

CDM METHODOLOGY:
Under development

OUTCOMES/WORK PACKAGES:

•  �EMPOWER to be the first entity in the 
world to develop a CDM Methodology 
under UNFCCC for energy efficient 
district cooling

•  �EMPOWER to be the first entity in the 
world to develop a PoA for efficient 
district cooing services

•  �Potential to include all high efficient 
district cooling projects in the country 
under the PoA
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PROJECT APPROACH:

•  Prince 2 for Project Management

•  �UNFCCC methodologies, rules 
and references

CLIENT:

Emirates Central Cooling Systems Corporation (EMPOWER) was 
established in 2003 with an objective to enable the real estate sector to efficiently 
utilize energy resources through District Cooling Services (DCS).  Empower 
was set up as a joint venture between Dubai Electricity and Water Authority 
(DEWA) and TECOM Investments a member of Dubai Holding through a Royal 
Decree issued by the Ruler of Dubai. Over the last decade, Empower has seen 
a consistent level of growth. It recently acquired Palm Utilities and Palm District 
Cooling, considered as one of the largest ever acquisition in the district cooling 
industry, transforming Empower into the world’s largest district cooling services 
provider in terms of capacity. From a modest beginning in 2004 with a single 
temporary plant serving DIFC (the financial district of Dubai), Empower has grown 
exponentially and the numbers are quite remarkable – we serve more than 45,000 
customers, have over 70% market share in the UAE, nearly 700 employees, and a 
district cooling capacity of approximately 1 million Refrigeration Tons (RT). 

http://www.empower.ae


